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THE  INTERN/iTIONAL  in:LITAKY  TRIBUN/J.  FOR  THE  FAR  LAST 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  iJ-LJilCA,  ot  ol, 


-  vs  - 


/HAKI,  Sodaoj'ot  q1 


S\<ORN  DEPOSITION 
Deponent,  TOUITA,  Kenjl 

Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  aa  on  attached  sheet  and 
in  accordance  with  the  procedure  followid  in  my  country ,  I  here¬ 
by  depose  68  follows: 

I,  TOMITA  Kenji,  am  residing  at  No.  3594  Hiretsuka,Hirat- 
suJcq  City,  Kanagswa  Prefecture. 

I  was  born  in  November,  1897,  at  Uyeno,  Nakatani-Mura , 
Kawabc-Gun,  H^-ogo  Prefecture.  After  I  was  graduated  from  the 
Kyoto  Imperial  University  in  March  192J  ,  nt Joring  in  Political 
Science,  I  entered  the  Home  Ministiy  ,  >  ..d  served  successively  as 
the  ^refectural  Police  Superintendent,  the  Ohief  of  Prefcctural 
Police,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Home  Ministry,  and  then  was  suc¬ 
cessively  appointed  the  Director  of  tho  Police  Bureau  in  December 
1937.  the  Governor  of  Nagano  Prefecture  in  1938,  the  Ohief-Seore- 
tary  to  the  Second  Konoyo  Cabinet  on  July  22,  1940 »  and  was  e^^ain 
appointed  to  the  same  post  in  the  Third  Konoye  Cabinet.  I  re¬ 
signed  from  the  post  \\ith  tho  resignation  of  that  oebinet  on  Octo¬ 
ber  16,  1941,  end  later  was  nominated  by  His  Majesty  to  the  Iioubu 
of  Peers. 

“^he  affairs  of  which  I  actually  was  in  charge,  however, 
as  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Cabinet  were  as  follows: 

1.  To  communicate  with  the  Ministers  on  orders  of  the  Premier. 

2.  To  cflect  liaison  between  the  Government  and  House  of  Peers 
and  House  of  Representatives. 

3.  To  hold  interview  on  behalf  of  the  Premier  with  various  peo¬ 
ple  to  hoar  their  views  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  try  to  get 
them  to  understand  the  Government  policies. 

L,  To  arrange  the  documents  to  be  submitted  to  the  Cabinet  meet- 
Inge  Of  coursoy  since  tneso  doouxnonts  were  to  be  explained 
at  the  meeting  by  tho  Ministers  concerned,  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Chief  oocrotary  to  decide  whether  they  would  or 
would  not  be  submitted.  Moreover,  as  these  documents  related 
to  too  many  items  to  afford  the  Chief  Secretary  enough  time 
to  look  them  through  beforehand,  he  in  no  case  read  their. 

*  oontonts.  His  duties  in  the  Cabinet  meeting  were  to  distri¬ 
bute  tho  documents  among  those  present,  to  pass  around  the 
documents  submitted  for  their  sanction,  to  gather  tho  res¬ 
pective  Ministers'  opinions  on  what  could  be  released  to  the 
press  after  the  meeting,  (on  this  point,  since  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Information  Bureou  in  October  1940,  its  president 
took  charge  of  that  matter)  end  to  arrange  the  dates  of  the 
extraordinary  Cabinet  £ueetini:8. 
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5,  To  act  as  a  secretory  in  the  liaison  conference  between  the 
Government  and  the  Supreme  Corar.iend  which  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  lie.isoii  between  the  Government  and 
the  Army  end  Navy. 

The  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Cabinet  had  five  secretaries 
to  the  Cabinet  es  his  assistants  under  him.  However,  they  were 
confined  to  routine  office  work  having  nothing  to  do  with  impor¬ 
tant  matters  related  to  state  affairs.  Therefore,  according  to 
the  Organization,  the  Chjcf  Secretary  hod  no  staff  so  far  as 
state  affairs  were  concerned.  The  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Cabi¬ 
net  was  in  no  position  to  t'u^e  initiative  or  to  propose  anything 
in  establishing  Governme-nt  policies  not  only  on  military  or  dip¬ 
lomatic  affairs  but  on  any  affeirs  v/hich  were  under  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  any  ministry. 

The  Chief  Secretary  was  seated,  in  the  Cabinet  meeting, 
at  a  desk  apart  from  those  of  the  Ulnlsters,  placed  in  a  corner 
of  the  council  room  necr  its  entrance,  and  used  it  in  common  with 
the  President  of  the  Planning  Board,  the  President  of  the  Informa¬ 
tion  Bureau  and  the  Director  of  the  Legislative  Burcou. 

In  the  Cabinet  meeting  the  Chief  Secretary  assisted  in 
the  office  work  concerning  the  Cabinet  meeting  but,  unlike  the 
Ministers,  never  expressed  his  views  on  > Me  mutters  under  discus¬ 
sion,  much  less  did  he  exercise  the  rli  *  t  of  voting. 

The  Liaison  Conference  was  created,  if  I  remember  right-, 
at ‘the  time  of  the  First  Konoye  Cabinet.  It  was,  however,  held 
up  for  a  while  until  it  was  reopened  after  the  formation  of  the  ' 

Second  Konoye  Coblnet.  Mr.  HOSKINO  Naoki,  the  then  President  of 
the  Planning  Board,  never  did  attend  the  Liaison  Confeicnco. 

The  duty  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Cabinet  In  the  i 

Liaison  Conference  was  to  arrange,  es  its  secretary,  the  raatlei  ? 
or  documents  to  bo  considered  at  the  Conference,  but  v/lth  no  pro¬ 
per  staff  under  him  he  never  prepared  the  subjects  for  discussioi. 
nor  did  he  portlclpato  in  their  discussion  end  decision.  In 
short,  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Secretary  as  a  secretary  in  the 
Liaison  Conference  was  chiefly  to  moke  arrangements  concerning 
routine  business  such  as  the  tine,  place  and  notification  for  the 
meeting. 
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On  this  l?th  dry  of  August  1947 


/.t  Tolryo 

DEPOIMIT  Kcnjl  Tordta  (sod) 


I,  FUJ.TI,  Goichiro,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  stf.to 
ment  was  sworn  by  the  dei>onont,  who  affixed  his  signature  end  . 
seal  thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  witness. 


At  Tokyo 


/o/  Golohiro  Fujll  (seal) 


V/itness 


In  aooordunoe  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the 
whole  truth,  v/lthholding'' nothing  end  adding  nothing. 


/s/  Kunji  Tomita  (seal) 
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